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Kit and Gary Putnam
Lyon Park Community Activists and still going strong!
Recipients of the First Lyon Park Citizens Association’s
Lyon Park Champions Award! [LPCA’s LPCA!]
 

Kit is practically a native Arlingtonian, having lived here since age 5.  Gary and Kit met in the mid-70's and he followed her to Arlington to woo and wed, in 1980.  After three years of looking for just the right house, they settled on N. Barton and N.Third one sunny Saturday morning in July 1983.  According to Gary, “the house spoke to us.”  One of the things it said was, "What a quiet neighborhood"!!  They signed a contract that afternoon after the house had been on the market for a total of 6 days. 

 

LPCA Activism and Traffic Calming
When the Putnams took possession of the house, they found to their dismay that construction was starting big-time in the Courthouse area.  Metro-connected development was just getting into high gear.  Dump trucks were taking a short cut on Barton Street, speeding past, dropping clods of clay all over the street, rattling the windows, cracking the plaster and scaring the inhabitants.  Over 2,500 cars a day passed by their house.  Kit and Gary spent the next four years--after joining the Lyon Park Citizens Association and finding out about the Neighborhood Conservation Plan for Lyon Park-- carrying petitions around amongst the neighbors, getting support and finally getting a three block section of Barton Street blocked off between Washington Boulevard and Pershing Drive.  Traffic soon dropped to around 200 cars a day through the same area.
 

LPCC Board of Governors, Trustee Service and Food!
About the same time of the Barton Street activity, Gary was recruited to serve on the Board of Governors and became Chair after Bill Gahr retired.  Finally, after a number of years as Chair, he was kicked upstairs to become a Lyon Park trustee sometime in the late 80's or early 90's.
 

Gary was also the sole cook for the early version of the Chili Dinner (before the Chili Dinner it was a Spaghetti dinner). Gary recalls, “ After about two years somebody with more brains than I suggested that we spread the work around, get people to donate their chili and make some money as well as have a good time.  Providing chili at $10 a head is a break-even proposition at best for economic reasons.  But, with donated chili, its nearly 100% profit...not to mention 100% fun!”
 

In addition to the Chili Dinner, Gary regularly cooks at the Pancake Breakfast. Kit also volunteers at these events when her band is not practicing or playing somewhere.  She has been interested in music--especially Old Time Music (read: Appalachian Folk)--all her adult life and was a founding member of The Mill Run Dulcimer Band.  After 30-some years, she's still going strong with the band on vocals, fiddle, Appalachian Dulcimer and a Limberjack--a percussion "dancing doll.”
 

LPCA Newsletter Delivery
In the 1980’s, both Kit and Gary started delivering about 130 Lyon Park Newsletters to neighbors.  Today with the high tech LPCA distribution system in place , they deliver 115 newsletters to volunteer distributors as well as to 14 houses on Cleveland St.
 

Lyon Park Original Sales Brochure
In 1987, the Putnams quit their day jobs and opened Black & White, a professional black and white photo lab on Wilson Boulevard.  They just retired in December.  When Lyon Park was about to celebrate its 70th birthday (20 years ago!), Juanita Smoot--a long-time Lyon Parker who was very active in many aspects of the community--planned to make a calender as a commemorative piece and a fundraiser.  She did some photo research at the Virginia Room of the Central Library and found an original 1920s sales brochure for the neighborhood.  With the Library's permission, the Putnams copied the photos from the brochure at their photo lab.  When the calendar plan stalled they had the brilliant idea to reproduce the entire brochure and offer it for sale to the community.  Roger Chavez at Virginia Litho gave them a great price and did a fantastic job of keeping the full flavor of the original in the printed facsimiles.  These brochures are still offered for sale at LP events with the proceeds going to the Lyon Park Community Center!
 

Lyon Park Spring Fair Lunch Brigade and Plant Sale
In the late eighties the Putnams started helping out at the Spring Fair volunteering for the lunch brigade.  They began the tradition of offering the veggie pita pockets, in addition to the usual Fair fare.  The idea was well received and the recipe was passed on to those who volunteered in the kitchen after them.  Then the Gahrs talked them both into helping out with the Fair plant sale.  They have been doing that ever since and for the past 20 years have watched that big old Willow Oak over the Plant Sale Table get bigger and bigger.  According to both Putnams, ”the tree has probably gotten 50% larger in trunk diameter in that period.”  Years ago, it was named an "Arlington County Significant Tree.”
 

Nothing sums up their community involvement better than the Putnams’ own words:
“This is what has resulted from our long ago decision not to live anonymously in our neighborhood.  We've had a great time being involved in the various community events.  We have had the privilege of working with many smart, creative, and generous neighbors
whom we hope to get to know even better during our retirement.  We highly recommend that everyone join in the fun of building an even better Lyon Park.”
 

Thank you Gary and Kit Putnam for everything you have done to make Lyon Park a great place to live!
