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Lyon Park and Bill Anhut

Bill and Dale Anhut moved into Lyon Park May 1984.   The Anhuts were attracted to Lyon Park by the Spring Fair.  As Bill says, "This is the kind of community we wanted to live in.  Our house on 929 N Cleveland St was sold to us by Hudgins and Bernice Smith, who were married in the house that their parents built in 1936.  So, for the last 73 years, the house has been lived-in by only a Smith or an Anhut!"

The Anhuts made several upgrades to the house and yard throughout the years.  Unfortunately, they also witnessed the death of four giant oak and maple trees from their yard.  In September 2003, Hurricane Isabelle laid waste to their yard and uprooted many mature trees in Arlington and Washington DC.  The Anhuts lost a beautiful October Glory red maple when Isabelle snapped the tree in two.   Around this time, an article appeared in a newspaper in which Dick Miller, Arlington's Urban Forrester, was quoted as saying we need to do a better job of managing our tree resources.  It spurred Bill to action! In 2004, he attended the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service's Tree Steward course, which combined weekly classroom study with hands-on monthly field trips teaching planting, pruning, pest and disease protection, and maintenance practices for maintaining Arlington's urban forest.  Upon graduation from the course, participants promised to contribute 20 hours of tree related volunteer time to the community.  Fortunately for all of us here in Lyon Park, Bill chose to establish a tree program in our community.

Bill started at the LPCA as an "At-Large Board Member." In September 2005, he was elected to replace Glenna Heckathorn as LPCA's Treasurer.  During that year, Bill urged the Board to approve and adopt the LPCA Tree Grant Program and fund it with $500 annually.  September 2005 also marked the first Tree Hugger article written for the LPCA newsletter, urging Lyon Parkers to participate in the 2005 Tree Steward class.  A tree article has appeared in every issue since! In 2007, Bill volunteered to advertise and coordinate delivery of trees for the tree giveaway sponsored by the County.  Over 20 volunteers helped plant 70 trees throughout Lyon Park.  Not only was Lyon Park the first community to plant trees for its neighbors, we requested more trees than all but a few neighborhoods.   We have participated in three other giveaways, adding approximately 50 new trees to Lyon Park for each event.  Lyon Park's tree planting advocacy has resulted in the planting of nearly 225 new trees within the boundaries of our neighborhood.

Bill's advocacy also encouraged Arlington County's inspection service department to more strictly enforce the tree planting requirements of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Ordinance for newly developed houses within our community.  

Bill often responds to requests from neighbors to visit their homes to give advice about tree maintenance, feeding, pruning and planting.  Bill is very proud of our park's Co-Champion White Ash trees sitting in the center of Lyon Park as well as the giant Willow Oak (4th largest in Arlington County) located just north of the Community Center's front door.  This spring, Dick and Annabelle Nelson's giant backyard red oak was designated a Notable Tree by the Arlington County Board.  In May 2009, one of our LPCA neighbors donated $2,500 ($50 for each giveaway tree planted) to be used for the Lyon Park Community Center's trees, in memoriam for his father's career in tree advocacy.

Bill grew-up in Ypsilanti, Michigan, the oldest of nine children.  After attending the University of Notre Dame, he served four years as an U.S. Army Lieutenant in Stuttgart, Germany, where he met the love of his life, Dale.  After obtaining his Masters degree at Catholic University, Bill practiced as a CPA for four years in Washington, DC, before moving to the BF Saul Company as its Vice President of Finance the past 25 years.  Bill and Dale's two children, Will (21) and Jackie (18) attended Long Branch Elementary, where they and their friends excelled in baseball (the Tigers), basketball (the Tar Heels and Huskies) and softball (the Mudhens) under the guidance of their passionate Coach Bill!  With Jackie off to college at St. Joseph's University in Philadelphia this September, Bill and Dale look forward to playing golf (and planting trees) happily ever after!
